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In early Spring, Donna came to Catholic Charities to inquire about the services available at the
Emergency Assistance Center. Through tear-filled eyes, she explained that her 18 year-old
nephew, Dustin, had been homeless through the harsh Kansas City winter. She had recently
discovered him living in a dog kennel trying to stay warm...

• In the minute it takes to read this, a hungry child will be fed.
• In the minute it takes to share this, a struggling family will no longer be homeless.
• In the minute it takes to support Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas, a family will
receive financial education and HOPE for the future.
That’s because every 60 seconds, Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas
provides help and opportunity to families across our 21 county service area.
With eight Emergency Assistance Centers, two mobile resource buses, clothing closets
and Shalom House--a men’s homeless shelter, Catholic Charities is able to provide food,
shelter, clothing, utility assistance, case management, financial education and much
more to those struggling within our community.
With the combined efforts of patrons, volunteers and staff, help was provided last
year over a half a million times to families just like Donna and her nephew.

Although Donna’s own apartment was a meager 500 square feet, she took her nephew in to live
with her. However, due to her own debilitating health issues, she could not financially provide for
the both of them. Both Donna and Dustin were immediately welcomed to utilize the Catholic
Charities food pantry.
The following week they returned to use the clothing closet as Dustin had found employment
with a tree company and needed some work clothes. A local volunteer group learned of their
story and donated a bag of brand new clothing including work gloves to protect Dustin’s hands.
When Donna and her nephew learned of this generous donation, Donna once again had tears in
her eyes--this time from gratitude instead of desperation.
Catholic Charities directed Dustin to resources to help him apply for his GED. As of now, Dustin is
gainfully employed, working on his GED, and on his way to self-sufficiency.
Donna says that her relationship with her nephew has become mutually beneficial as he helps
take care of her and she continues to provide a roof over his head.
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