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A MESSAGE FROM LAUREN SOLIDUM, PRESIDENT & CEO

“I have no gift to bring pa rum pum pum pum….”

I think all of us at one time or another can relate to the Little 

Drummer Boy. Although he had a God-given talent of being 

able to play a musical instrument, he still felt that he did not 

have any real gift worthy of giving to someone else. The truth 

is, we all have something to give.

“Come they told me, pa rum pum pum pum…”

At Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas, we are blessed to 

witness the many gifts that people have to offer. Over 1,600 

volunteers each month help us carry out our mission. They 

serve in a variety of ways. They provide leadership and 

guidance as a member of our Board of Directors or as an event 

committee member; they organize food, clothing

and furniture drives; they volunteer weekly in our Emergency Assistance Centers, at our TurnStyles Thrift 

stores or at our administrative office; they check-in by phone with our elderly who are homebound; or they 

pray at the bedside of one of our Catholic Community Hospice patients.

“Then he smiled at me, pa rum pum pum pum…Me and my drum”

We appreciate all who have graciously given us their time, talent and treasure. We invite others to recognize 

their special gifts and engage with us – with individuals and families in need -- in some way during the coming 

year. 

From all of us at Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas, we thank you for your support and wish you a Merry 

Christmas! 



Join us January 19th for the 

45th Annual Snow Ball! 

Register at: 
catholiccharitiessnowball.org

GIVE JOY. GET JOY.

Hope Hero Shoutout!

It started out as a project for their Theology class. It 

turned into a life lesson for this group of students at 

Bishop Ward High School.

The students chose to coordinate a toy drive to benefit 

Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas’ Christmas Store 

held at the Emergency Assistance Center in Kansas City, 

Kansas. “I had volunteered at Hope Distribution Center 

before, and I loved seeing how many people Catholic 
Charities helps,” says student Anahi Quinonez. “From 

that moment, I knew I wanted to help Catholic 

Charities.”

To garner excitement and support from their fellow students for the toy drive, they made posters, posted on 

social media, announced the drive over the school intercom and visited each home room to personally collect 

toys each day. As an added incentive, every student who donated a toy had their name entered into a raffle to 

win a $20 gift card donated by the school.

Their efforts didn’t stop there. They held a “dress down” day to generate funds to shop for additional toys. 

Inspired by the students’ efforts, Christ the King Catholic grade school in Kansas City, Kansas joined in the fun. 

They also had a “dress down” day, and donated the money to the Bishop Ward toy drive.

All in all, the students proudly donated 208 toys to the Christmas Store. The joy continued as they volunteered 

at the store and got to see firsthand the affect those donations had on the parents who were shopping for 

their families. “We met so many great people, including the incredible staff,” says Quinonez. “It was an 

amazing experience!”

As the project wrapped up, Annette Bentzinger, Parish, School and Community Outreach Coordinator, found 

the students’ reaction to be heartwarming. “They were anxious to go out and do more for their neighbors,” 

she says.

Through this project, they have certainly found this passage from the Bible (Acts: 20:35) to ring true: ‘It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.’



CELEBRATING THOSE WHO SERVE OTHERS

Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas serves families in need 

over a half a million times each year. This wouldn’t be 

possible without the dedication of over 1,600 volunteers each 
month. 

Our volunteers not only provide a much-needed

extra pair of hands, but they allow our agency on

a whole to offer compassionate services to people in need. 

Volunteers provide a variety of support, including assisting in the food pantries, hosting a food drive, sorting 

and organizing sale items for TurnStyles and mentoring individuals in our financial and immigration programs.

To celebrate the over 240,000 hours logged by our volunteers last year, Catholic Charities’ Volunteer and 

Outreach teams hosted an appreciation event to serve those who normally do the serving. On November 29, a 

Mass was held at Queen of the Holy Rosary in Overland Park celebrated by Fr. Jim Ludwikoski.  Following Mass, 

the volunteers were treated to a wine and cheese reception.

"At Catholic Charities, we are so grateful for the continued service and dedication our volunteers provide. 

They put love into action every day and it is amazing to see the positive impact being made with those we 

serve," expressed Cari Olberding, Lead Volunteer Engagement Coordinator. "Thank you to all our wonderful 

volunteers for their time, talent and support."

For volunteer opportunities, visit us online: catholiccharitiesks.org/volunteer



'TWAS THE WEEKS BEFORE CHRISTMAS

It’s that time of year when the temperature drops down 
and the tree goes up. It’s twinkling lights and jingle bells. 
It’s when children across the globe hang their stockings 
and carefully pen their wish list. It can be a magical time of 
the year.

But, for families struggling financially, Christmas
can also be an especially difficult time of year. At 

Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas, we are so grateful for the community and parish support we have 
received to help make Christmas just a little brighter for our neighbors in need.

TThhee  SSttoocckkiinnggss  WW eerree  HHuunngg……

Students from the Religious Education program at Sacred Heart Parish in Emporia recognized that
“stockings” are necessary all year long. The team of kids collected brand new men’s and women’s socks in 
assorted colors and sizes. Included with each pair of socks was a small holiday treat and a handwritten note 
of encouragement for the recipient. Over 80 pairs of socks were donated and distributed on our Mobile 
Resource Bus which helps reach our rural neighbors in need of the basic essentials.

TThhee  CChhiillddrreenn  WW eerree  NNeessttlleedd  AAllll  SSnnuugg  iinn  TThheeiirr  BBeeddss……

Members from Jeanne’s Place dedicated their group’s project as a donation to the Catholic Charities’ 
Christmas Store. Jeanne’s Place is an organization in which volunteers organize activities for people with 
Alzheimer’s disease. Together, they assembled 25 “Snuggle Packs” that included hand-tied fleece blankets, 
a book and stuffed toy animal. For the participants, the joy in making these gifts is equivalent to the joy for 
those who receive them.

WW iitthh  aa  SSlleeiigghh  FFuullll  ooff  TTooyyss  ––  aanndd  FFoooodd  aanndd  CCllootthhiinngg  aanndd  HHyyggiieennee Prroodduuccttss……..

Again this year, business owners and individuals in the Leavenworth community came together to donate 
items for the Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas’ Christmas Adoption Program. Through their 
generosity, 77 local families’ Christmas will be a little brighter. Over 300 individuals received basic 
necessities, such as food and clothing. Personal hygiene products like toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
shampoo, laundry detergent and diapers were also gifted. These items are crucial in helping our neighbors 
in need maintain the dignity they deserve.  



YOU CAN GIVE HOPE
Ways to Make a Difference

Last year, Catholic Charities of Northeast Kanas provided food, clothing, shelter, and utility, housing and

rent assistance over a half a million times! In addition, we helped families break the cycle of debt and

poverty with financial coaching and employment services. Our Refugee and Immigration team

welcomed the stranger, and our Hospice partners ministered with end-of-life care. As you can see, the

need is great and it continues to grow.

We welcome any amount you can give--whether it's one lump sum or divided across time. Your

generosity allows us to continue our shared mission of stabilizing and strengthening families across the

21 counties of Northeast Kansas.
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